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have been brought hither by Tonty and La Duran-
taye as reinforcements. Having erected a fort at
Irondequoit, the main body of the army advance
toward the Seneca village. They are attacked on
the road by an ambushed band, which they are able
to repulse, but with some loss of killed and
wounded —among the latter being the Jesuit Enjal-
ran. Arriving at the Seneca villages, the French
find these abandoned, and one burned. They
complete the work of destruction by cutting down the
corn in the fields, and burning that left from the
previous year. It is thought that this will cause
great suffering, and even mortality, among the
enemy. After nine days thus spent, Denonville
leads back his army to Irondequoit. Before return-
ing to Montreal, he begins the erection of a fort at
Niagara, where he leaves a garrison. | The expedi-
tion is regarded as successful; but it is felt that
Canada is in great danger, especially as the Iroquois
are incited by the English. These savages have
already attacked several outlying French settlements.

A number of the Iroquois captured at Katarakoui
have been sent to France, to labor in the galleys.
The English and Dutch of New York have begun to
trade with the Indians at Mackinac; but two parties
of these foreigners are captured by the French, and
the Ottawa trade is thus secured to Canada. More
troops are this year sent to Canada from France. At
Hudson Bay, Le Moyne d'Iberville captures an
English ship.

Another letter from Beschefer to Villermont is
dated October 22, 1687. He mentions frequent raids
by small bands of Iroquois. Large and fine quarries
of porphyry have been found on St. Pierre Islands.



